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CAA members attend Quarterly Board meeting 

Knowledge Sharing and Emergency Preparedness Top Discussions
Austin, TX, November 30, 2004 – Combined Agents of America, LLC (CAA) convened November 15-17, 2005, Austin, TX, for its quarterly meeting of the board of members.  CAA’s member agencies assemble on a quarterly basis to knowledge share, discuss industry issues, review its relationships with insurance carriers, and assess CAA operations.  CAA is a managing general agency (MGA) committed to strengthening the independent insurance agency system through profitable growth, quality and service for its member agencies.
“A key benefit to CAA membership is the sharing of knowledge among member agencies,” said Jerry Boles, CAA chairman and president of Grona Boles & Martin Insurance & Financial Services, San Antonio, TX.  “Due to the impacts of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita on our independent insurance industry, discussion heavily focused on the impacts to specific CAA members, the oil and gas market, and overall emergency preparedness of our members.” 
Lum C. Edwards, Jr., president for J. S. Edwards and Sherlock Insurance Agency Inc., Beaumont, TX, shared a detailed account of his agency’s preparedness for and response to Hurricane Rita.  Edwards’ agency continued to operate primarily from a remote location while also maintaining a Beaumont location under a temporarily erected roadside tent.  Outlining lessons learned, Edwards urged members to develop their own emergency response plans.

Kicking off with a golf tournament at Falconhead Golf Club, the three day agenda also comprised presentations by Suretec Insurance Company, IIAT, The Republic Group, Safeco Insurance Companies, and a review of House Bill 7 by Texas Mutual Insurance Co.  Members specializing in the oil and gas industry also held a roundtable to address challenges in providing appropriate coverage to customers.          
About Combined Agents of America, LLC

Founded in 1997 Combined Agents of America, LLC (CAA) is based in Austin, Texas, and comprised of 33 independent insurance agencies located throughout the state.  By funneling the agencies’ combined premiums, CAA brings larger volume commitments to insurance companies, while enabling its members to greatly improve their bottom line and realize greater benefits from insurance companies, vendor discounts, profit sharing and other incentives.  To date, CAA has generated over $300,000,000 in combined property and casualty annual premiums, and works with 16 of the largest insurance companies in the nation.  All CAA member agencies remain independent and are recognized by insurance companies as a key component to their future growth and goal commitments.  CAA is the leading independent agency with many of the top rated insurance companies in Texas, and is also one of the fastest growing.  Additional information is available at www.combinedagents.com.

CAA member agencies include: Bartlett, Baggett & Shands, Benchmark Insurance Group, Benton-Luttrell-Brown Company, Bigham-Kliewer-Chapman-Watts Insurance Agency, Bosworth & Associates, Bryan Insurance Agency Ltd., Brownrigg Insurance Agency Inc., Cravens/Warren & Co.,  Crockett Insurance Services, Duncan, Fraser & Bridges Insurance Agency Inc., Evans, Ewan & Brady Insurance Agency Inc., First Insurance Services, First Southwest Insurance Agency, GBS Insurance Agency Inc., Grona Boles Insurance Agency Inc., Insurance Associates of Texas, Insurance Net Inc., JHC Insurance Agency Inc., J. S. Edwards & Sherlock Insurance Agency, McCorkle Commercial Insurance Agency, Mims & Stephens, Henry Norris Insurance Agency Inc., Pinnacle Insurance Group Inc., Porter Insurance Agency Inc., Purifoy & Company, Bill Russell Insurance Agency Inc., The Shropshire Agency Inc., Siegeler Insurance Agency, Inc., Walthall, Sachse & Pipes, Inc., Weatherby-Eisenrich Inc., Ed Weeren Insurance Agency Inc., Wellmann Insurance Agency, Inc., and Whorton Insurance Services.                                                                                      
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