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CAA members join company agents’ councils 
Austin, TX, April 12, 2005 – Today Combined Agents of America, LLC (CAA) recognized its members serving on company agents’ councils.  Most recently, Ken Ewan, president for Evans, Ewan & Brady Insurance Agency Inc., was selected to join Kemper’s Auto and Home, Texas Agents Council.  Michael Sachse, vice president for Walthall, Sachse & Pipes, Inc., joined Safeco’s Advisory Council while Kerry Gilmore, president for Gilmore Insurance Agency Inc, was invited to Mercury Insurance Groups’ Texas Producer Council.  CAA is a managing general agency (MGA) committed to strengthening the independent insurance agency system through profitable growth, quality and service for its member agencies.  
“Ken Ewan is one of our very best agents at Kemper Auto and Home,” said Scott Milholland, regional vice president for Kemper Auto and Home.  “Texas is a key strategic growth state for us and Ken has been instrumental in our success.  He is a true partner, and as a member of our Texas Agents Council he provides excellent feedback and ideas.  I also appreciate the leadership role Ken has taken to help us build and cultivate a relationship with CAA.  We are very excited to have CAA as an agency partner and see great things ahead.”

According to Bonnie Diehl, CIC, Branch Manager/Underwriting Director for CNA’s Austin Branch, company agents’ councils provide a forum for the resolution of issues, and pursuit of opportunities dealing with the profitability, growth, service and stability that affect the relationships between companies and independent agents. “CNA’s PACER members' expertise, experience and contacts with fellow producers provide the branch as well as our senior leadership with valued counsel and recommendations that might not otherwise be heard.  Oftentimes senior leadership has implemented a new strategy or product based on the feedback from PACER,” said Diehl.
“It is an honor to be a part of company agents’ councils and we congratulate our participating members for their efforts, said Brent Borgstedte, CAA president and president of GBS Insurance Agency Inc., Bellaire, TX.  “These councils are a great avenue by which independent agents and companies can strengthen relationships with one another.  Participation gives CAA a stronger voice with our carrier and at the end of the day, good relationships translate to success.”

Following are the CAA members currently serving on company agents’ councils:

Scott Burton, Benchmark Insurance Group
CNA’s PACER Council for Austin
 
Ken Ewan, Evans, Ewan & Brady Insurance Agency Inc.
Kemper Auto and Home, Texas Agents Council  
Kerry Gilmore, Gilmore Insurance Agency Inc.

American Mercury, Agent's Advisory Council  

 

Bill Russell, Bill Russell Insurance Agency Inc.
Hanover Insurance Company, Agency Advisory Council
 

Michael Sachse, Walthall, Sachse & Pipes, Inc.
Utica National, National Customer Council

Safeco, Safeco Advisory Council
Service Lloyds, Agents’ Advisory Council
 

Jim Whorton, Whorton Insurance Services
Central Insurance, Southwestern Regional Circle Council 

Hartford Insurance Co.’s Jonathan Trumbull Council

About Combined Agents of America, LLC

Founded in 1997 Combined Agents of America, LLC (CAA) is based in Austin, Texas, and comprised of 33 independent insurance agencies located throughout the state.  By funneling the agencies’ combined premiums, CAA brings larger volume commitments to insurance companies, while enabling its members to greatly improve their bottom line and realize greater benefits from insurance companies, vendor discounts, profit sharing and other incentives.  To date, CAA has generated over $300,000,000 in combined property and casualty annual premiums, and works with 16 of the largest insurance companies in the nation.  All CAA member agencies remain independent and are recognized by insurance companies as a key component to their future growth and goal commitments.  CAA is the leading independent agency with many of the top rated insurance companies in Texas, and is also one of the fastest growing.  Additional information is available at www.combinedagents.com.

CAA member agencies include: Bartlett, Baggett & Shands, Benchmark Insurance Group, Benton-Luttrell-Brown Company, Bigham-Kliewer-Chapman-Watts Insurance Agency, Bosworth & Associates, Brownrigg Insurance Agency Inc., Cravens/Warren & Co.,  Crockett Insurance Services, Duncan, Fraser & Bridges Insurance Agency Inc., Evans, Ewan & Brady Insurance Agency Inc., First Insurance Services, First Southwest Insurance Agency, GBS Insurance Agency Inc., Gilmore Insurance Agency Inc., Grona Boles Insurance Agency Inc., Insurance Associates of Texas, Insurance Net Inc., JHC Insurance Agency Inc., J. S. Edwards & Sherlock Insurance Agency, McCorkle Commercial Insurance Agency, Mims & Stephens, Henry Norris Insurance Agency Inc., Pinnacle Insurance Group Inc., Porter Insurance Agency Inc., Purifoy & Company, Bill Russell Insurance Agency Inc., The Shropshire Agency Inc., Siegeler Insurance Agency, Inc., Walthall, Sachse & Pipes, Inc., Weatherby-Eisenrich Inc., Ed Weeren Insurance Agency Inc., Wellmann Insurance Agency, Inc., and Whorton Insurance Services.                                                                                      
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