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CAA Member Gayle Gray receives athena award
Austin, TX, October 5, 2005 – Combined Agents of America, LLC (CAA) is proud to recognize Gayle Gray as the 2005 Athena Award recipient of Abilene, TX.   The international Athena Award program recognizes individuals who have opened the doors of leadership for women as valued members and leaders of the community and recognizes those who support them.  CAA is a managing general agency (MGA) committed to strengthening the independent insurance agency system through profitable growth, quality and service for its member agencies.  

The annual ATHENA Award honors those who represent the highest level of professional excellence, serve their community and assist women in reaching their full potential.  By honoring exceptional leaders, the ATHENA program seeks to inspire others to achieve excellence in their professional and personal lives.  The award is presented by chambers of commerce, women’s organizations and universities.  The Abilene Chamber of Commerce and Sisneros Pontiac Buick GMC sponsor the award in Abilene, TX.  
“Gayle is an incredible role model to the women in her agency and provides an excellent work environment for personal and professional growth,” said Jerry Boles, CAA chairman and president of Grona Boles & Martin Insurance & Financial Services, San Antonio, TX.  “She is a treasure to Abilene and we congratulate her as the ATHENA Award recipient.  Gayle’s tireless efforts both professionally and with community organizations are a great example to all of us.”  

Gayle Gray is the Vice President for CAA member agency First Southwest Insurance Agency, one of Abilene’s largest insurance agencies.  Gray has served as past president for the Independent Insurance Agents Association of Abilene, director and officer four additional years and maintains the Certified Insurance Counselor (CIC) designation.  In addition, she has been heavily involved in the Abilene community, serving with a number of non profit organizations.  Gray was on the board of director’s for a women’s shelter, Noah’s Project, and served as president for one term.   She was also active on the United Way board for a numbers of years and served on its executive committee.  And she served six years on the Community Foundation of Abilene, with two terms as chairman of its Grants Committee.  
“I am humbled by the knowledge that my colleagues and the ATHENA Award selection committee believe I have contributed to the achievements of women in the Abilene workplace,” said Gayle Gray, vice president for First Southwest Insurance Agency, Abilene, TX.  “Abilene has benefited from many outstanding women who have led the way in various civic and community positions.  I have a great love for and interest in Abilene, and it continues to be an honor to be involved in this community.”  
Since the program’s inception in 1982 more than 5000 awards have been presented in over 500 communities in the United States, Canada, China, Russia, the United Arab Emirates and most recently the United Kingdom.  The award recipient has the opportunity to interact with an international network of leaders and is invited to attend the ATHENA International Leadership Conference.  

About Combined Agents of America, LLC

Founded in 1997 Combined Agents of America, LLC (CAA) is based in Austin, Texas, and comprised of 33 independent insurance agencies located throughout the state.  By funneling the agencies’ combined premiums, CAA brings larger volume commitments to insurance companies, while enabling its members to greatly improve their bottom line and realize greater benefits from insurance companies, vendor discounts, profit sharing and other incentives.  Last year, CAA generated over $304,000,000 in combined property and casualty annual premiums, and works with 16 of the largest insurance companies in the nation.  All CAA member agencies remain independent and are recognized by insurance companies as a key component to their future growth and goal commitments.  CAA is the leading independent agency with many of the top rated insurance companies in Texas, and is also one of the fastest growing.  Additional information is available at www.combinedagents.com.

CAA member agencies include: Bartlett, Baggett & Shands, Benchmark Insurance Group, Benton-Luttrell-Brown Company, Bigham-Kliewer-Chapman-Watts Insurance Agency, Bosworth & Associates, Brownrigg Insurance Agency Inc., Cravens/Warren & Co.,  Crockett Insurance Services, Duncan, Fraser & Bridges Insurance Agency Inc., Evans, Ewan & Brady Insurance Agency Inc., First Insurance Services, First Southwest Insurance Agency, GBS Insurance Agency Inc., Gilmore Insurance Agency Inc., Grona Boles Insurance Agency Inc., Insurance Associates of Texas, Insurance Net Inc., JHC Insurance Agency Inc., J. S. Edwards & Sherlock Insurance Agency, McCorkle Commercial Insurance Agency, Mims & Stephens, Henry Norris Insurance Agency Inc., Pinnacle Insurance Group Inc., Porter Insurance Agency Inc., Purifoy & Company, Bill Russell Insurance Agency Inc., The Shropshire Agency Inc., Siegeler Insurance Agency, Inc., Walthall, Sachse & Pipes, Inc., Weatherby-Eisenrich Inc., Ed Weeren Insurance Agency Inc., Wellmann Insurance Agency, Inc., and Whorton Insurance Services.                                                                                      
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